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<INSERT LETTERHEAD>
[bookmark: _n8e4od61p4vi][bookmark: _9p5h8zj1yg6r]

May __ , 2017
[bookmark: _p9kcvtwh59vx]
[bookmark: _f6afe5jlbnb3]The Honorable Anna Caballero, Chair
[bookmark: _9smhducfaljy]Assembly Committee on Agriculture
1020 N Street, Room 362
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
[bookmark: _1cruc3okje9c]RE: SB 782 (Skinner) - SUPPORT
[bookmark: _b09nerz7lciz] 
[bookmark: _qw4wwsq67vlh]Dear Chairperson Caballero,
[bookmark: _rmxhzcle8jrt] 
[bookmark: _8z3fupsv1xev]<Organization Name> is pleased to support Senate Bill 782, The California Grown Fresh School Meals Grant Program act.  This bill establishes the California Grown Fresh School Meals Grant Program, which is designed to improve the quality of school meals by increasing the number of school meals that are freshly prepared and made from Californian-grown agricultural products.  
[bookmark: _sk6deflqmmtj]
[bookmark: _ucc36q6wc7oi][bookmark: _GoBack]School meals reach more than 3 million California school children on an average school day. For the millions of low-income California families who qualify for free or reduced-price school meals, the food their children receive in school may be their only chance at a healthy meal on any given day.  Multiple studies have shown that healthy school meals improve the academic achievement of students, reduce the risks for childhood obesity and diabetes, increase attendance rates, and have positive behavioral impacts that result in better classroom environments.  

Despite efforts to provide nutritious school meals through federal, state and locally implemented farm-to-school programs, more needs to be done to enable school districts to procure and serve fresh and healthy food.  Due to limited facilities and fiscal constraints, it is difficult for districts to provide school meals that are freshly prepared or made from ingredients grown in the state. 

<Insert short paragraph of organization’s work related with this bill.> 

While California leads the nation in agricultural production, we also have the nation’s highest rate of child poverty, with close to 1 in 4 children not knowing where their next meal will come from. Increasing the quality of school meals with freshly prepared, California-grown ingredients would provide health and academic benefits to students AND economic benefits to the state.  According to a California State University, Fresno, Center for Agricultural Business study, every one dollar spent in the agriculture sector adds two dollars and fifty-six cents ($2.56) to the state economy.  A recent UC Davis study found that every $1 of produce that local school districts purchased directly from Yolo County growers generates $1.82 of economic activity in the Sacramento Region.
[bookmark: _1f26k4tpel3k]
[bookmark: _apb3j2vrou6y][bookmark: _jnyymgw0y38a][bookmark: _63b3vr8jo7lb]SB 782 is an investment in our students and our agriculture industry, by incentivizing school districts to buy fresh, California-grown ingredients and to provide meals that are freshly prepared.  For all these reasons, we respectfully urge your support of SB 782.
[bookmark: _3dn6waxh35gh] 
[bookmark: _o84h20c5ahx7]Sincerely,
[bookmark: _wkazthb64zo]<Signature> 
[bookmark: _1cuco0s6bic5]
[bookmark: _9ks5bppoep15]
[bookmark: _rgvpfe9b2hi]<Name>
[bookmark: _9t0zuq314y2j]<Title>
[bookmark: _h08ldw2cgyi1]
[bookmark: _iw4b2a11rkx]
[bookmark: _57uz1i5wgyg0]cc:  Senator Nancy Skinner 
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[bookmark: _vrefr1dl6bb1]
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