
 

 

 

 

 
March 26, 2013 
 
The Honorable Joan Buchanan, Chair 
Assembly Committee on Education 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Via Facsimile: (916) 319-2187 
 
RE: Support AB 626 (Skinner and Lowenthal) 
 
Dear Chairwoman Buchanan, 
 
California Food Policy Advocates writes in support of Assembly Bill 626 (Skinner and 
Lowenthal) to align state laws with the federal laws and regulations set forth by the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.  
 
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA) authorizes funding and sets policy 
for the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) core child nutrition programs 
which include the National School Lunch Program; the School Breakfast Program; the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC); the 
Summer Food Service Program; and the Child and Adult Care Food Program. The 
HHFKA has made many important changes and improvements that will benefit the 31 
million K-12 students in schools across the country, 6 million of whom are enrolled in 
California public schools. 
 
California has been a national leader in enacting state laws that strengthen the integrity 
of the school meal programs and improve the nutritional quality of foods offered in 
schools. In light of the federal regulations recently enacted by the HHFKA, some of 
these state statutes are confusing, ambiguous, or now insufficient. Enacting AB 626 will 
ensure that sections of the California Education Code that relate to the operation of 
child nutrition programs are aligned with the HHFKA.  
 
AB 626 will update specific sections of the California Education Code in order to codify 
recent federal requirements. These sections relate to the maintenance and appropriate 
use of the cafeteria fund, in which a district’s school food revenues are held, as well as 
details about competitive foods sold outside of the formal school meal program. Simply 



 

  

 

put, AB 626 aligns state law with federal regulations to ensure clarity of interpretation;  
ease of implementation; and ease of enforcement by the California Department of 
Education.  
 
The California State Legislature has long been a leader and an ardent supporter of 
nutrition policies that strengthen school food programs. California Food Policy 
Advocates urges your support for AB 626, and your continued leadership on these 
important issues affecting millions of our most vulnerable Californians. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Markell Lewis 
Nutrition Policy Advocate 
California Food Policy Advocates 
 
 
CC:  Assembly member Nancy Skinner (author) 
Assembly member Bonnie Lowenthal (author) 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson (sponsor) 
 


