
 

 
For more than 20 years, CFPA has been the state’s trusted food policy advocacy organization dedicated to 
increasing low-income Californians’ access to healthy food at home, at school, and throughout entire communities. 
CFPA’s advocacy agenda draws on the anti-hunger, nutrition, and health movements. Working as both a policy 
leader and supportive policy ally, CFPA continues to build on its long history of success. 

 

 

 

                                                                Water Quality in California  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Why AB 2099 Matters 
 

Given the certainty that drought-related emergencies will occur again, and the necessity for a responsive, 

efficient State response to the state water crisis, it is vital that we act now to leverage existing Electronic Benefit 
Transfer (EBT) technology to help those facing emergency water problems. Impoverished communities 
cannot afford to wait for long-term solutions to the State’s water crisis.  Without affordable access to safe 
water, disadvantaged communities in California will continue to bear a disproportionate burden of 
this drought.   
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Overall, water systems in California have a high 
rate of compliance with drinking water standards. 
However, there are many communities that have 
to deal with serious water quality problems that 
impact the health and well-being of families.  
 

 More  than one million Californians 
faced health-impacting water quality 
violations that made water unsafe to 
drink in 2015 
 

 In the Central Valley- where the poverty 
rate is over 25%- some households 
devote 20%of their annual median 
income of $14,000 to pay for water, 
sanitation services and to purchase drinking 
water. 

 

 According to Public Policy Institute of 
California, roughly $30 million to $160 
million is needed annually to bring safe 
drinking water to disadvantaged 
communities that face special problems of 
cost and affordability. 

Percentage of population potentially exposed to water exceeding a violation limit 
during the past year. 

Source: 2015 County Health Rankings & Roadmaps: Drinking Water Violations  
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California’s Drought: Current Solutions  
 

 The state has deployed numerous resources—fiscal, logistical, and personnel—in responding to the 
impacts of the current drought. This includes appropriating $3 billion to thirteen different state 
departments from 2013 to 2016. 
 

 In 2015, $3.68 million was spend on emergency interim drinking water response to provide safe 
drinking water for communities that without sufficient access.  

 

 The 2016-2017 state budget provides an additional $212.1 million in General Fund dollars on a one-
time basis to continue immediate drought response. These funds include: 

 
 $5 million to provide emergency drinking water support for small communities;  

 $5.4 million to provide grants for emergency drinking water projects;  

 $18.4 million to continue the Drought Food Assistance Program;  

 $7.5 million to provide emergency assistance to unemployed farmworkers;  

 $26.7 million to continue to provide local communities with technical guidance and 

disaster recovery support related to the drought, distribution of bottled water, and 

response and recovery training for local agencies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 2099: EBT Provides an Effective Tool for Crisis Response  
 
AB 2099 would in time allow interim emergency drinking water benefits to be delivered via the State’s 
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT). Research has shown that EBT has many advantages for delivering 
public benefits.  EBT has also been deemed an effective and responsive mechanism for quickly delivering 
assistance to people recovering from natural disaster. 

  

 For recipients, EBT offers greater convenience, improved security, and reduced stigmatization.   
 

 For state governments, EBT provides cost and time savings, operational efficiencies, and 
promotes accountability while stimulating local economies.   

Source: 2015 The State’s 
Drought Response. 
Legislative Analyst Office 


