Letters of Support Needed for AB 1781 Boost School Meal Participation: Lining Up to Remove Stigma
Assembly Member Julia Brownley has introduced AB 1781, a bill that seeks to decrease stigma in public school cafeterias by ensuring that the school meal is available at all food service lines, including the ones that currently serve food that is not part of the meal program (“à la carte” food items).
AB 1781 was introduced on February 21, 2012 and will soon begin making its way through the Assembly. We are asking supporters to please write letters of support addressed to Assembly Member Julia Brownley, the author of AB 1781, and fax them to her office at 916-319-2141. Below is a sample letter that we hope will help organizations, groups and individuals write their own personalized letters of support. 
• Please “CC” CFPA by sending us a copy via fax at 510-433-1131 or emailing markell@cfpa.net . 
Questions? Contact Markell Lewis at 510-433-1122 x107 or markell@cfpa.net 
(Print Organizational Support Letters on Letterhead)

Please address the letter to:

The Honorable Julia Brownley
California State Assembly

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Support for AB 1781
Dear Assembly Member Brownley,

___________________________ (name or your organization) writes in strong support of AB 1781, thanking you for introducing legislation to support and strengthen the school meal programs by taking steps to decrease stigma in the cafeteria. 
[Write about improvements made in your community to the school nutrition environment and how stigma prevents students from fully utilizing the school meal programs]

The California State Legislature has taken steps in the last decade to improve the nutritional quality of food available at K-12 public schools. Additionally, the United States Department of Agriculture released new nutrition standards this January, the first in 15 years, that will strengthen the quality and variety of the school meal programs. (“Local communities have also take strides to improve the nutritional quality of school meals by…“  Insert examples of some of the school nutrition improvements pursued in your community). It is critical that all students, including students who are newly eligible for free or reduced price meals, feel comfortable participating in the school meals programs. 
While public schools in California are required to make a free or reduced price nutritious meal available to qualifying students, there is no requirement that these meals be available in all food service lines on campus. The practice of having lines that do not offer the reimbursable school meal and only offer à la carte items for purchase identifies students that must go elsewhere on campus to receive their school meal. Consequently, many low-income students face painful stigma and try to avoid participating in the school meal programs, leading them to purchase less nutritious à la carte items, or even going without a meal to avoid the embarrassment of receiving a free meal.  Further more, students who miss out on these complete, balanced meals due to stigma could be at risk of food insecurity. 
[Write about the extent of the problem in your community – students embarrassed to participate, low meal program participation numbers, students skipping lunch, etc…]

Removing stigma in school cafeterias creates school environments in which all students are treated and viewed equally. Increased participation in the meal programs brings the nutrition, health, and academic benefits of school meals to more students, while drawing additional federal funds (per-meal reimbursements) in to California. These funds can be used to purchase more nutritious and appealing foods, and to continually improve the school meal programs.

Many districts in California have been leading the way, making improvements to school food to make it more nutritious and appealing to students. With all of the new federal requirements to update school meals, it is critical that all students in California feel encouraged to participate in the meal programs. Students should never be told, “you have to go to the other line to get your meal”. By ensuring the federally funded school lunch or breakfast is available to students in any food service line they stand in at school, stigma decreases and participation in the meal programs is encouraged.
As you are already aware, obesity and diet related disease are problems throughout California.  In my community …  [Insert stats from you county nutrition profile http://cfpa.net/county-profiles-2010]  School meals can play a critical role in supporting kids’ health and obesity prevention. Steps like AB 1781 will help make sure that more students are getting the benefits from the complete, balanced school meals.
We thank you for introducing AB 1781 and look forward to supporting this critical legislation as it continues to move through the legislative process.   
Sincerely,

Your Name

Your Organization

CC: Your own Assembly Member

