
 

 

 

 

March 15, 2013 
 
Senator Yee 
State Capitol Building, Room 4074 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4900 

  
Re: Support Senate Bill 480 (Yee) 
 
California Food Policy Advocates strongly supports SB 480, which would allow CalWORKs, 
CalFresh and MediCal benefits to be suspended rather than terminated when a current enrollee 
is jailed for a period of less than a year. CFPA is a statewide, non-profit organization dedicated 
to improving the health and well-being of low-income Californians.  We work to fulfill our mission 
through nutrition policy advocacy focused primarily on strengthening the federal nutrition 
programs, including CalFresh. 
 
Currently, when a recipient of public assistance is incarcerated, he loses eligibility for aid and 
benefits are terminated. Many are released after a relatively short period of time but must 
submit a new application to reestablish benefits. This creates a gap in the receipt of much 
needed income support, health coverage and nutrition assistance during the critical period of 
community reentry.  
 
By requiring counties to temporarily suspend benefits for individuals who are jailed for less than 
12 months, SB 480 would ensure that benefits are in place upon release, thereby supporting 
successful reentry. Upon release from county jail, benefits would be reinstated without the need 
for a new application, as long as the individual still met all program eligibility criteria.  If a 
beneficiary of public aid remained incarcerated for more than a year, benefits would be 
terminated. Through the adoption of SB 1147 (Chapter 546, Statutes of 2008), California 
lawmakers have already embraced the concept of suspending MediCal benefits for juvenile 
offenders under age 21; a similar process exists for the suspension of federal Supplemental 
Security Income benefits.  
 
SB 480 would give counties a tool to help individuals maintain access to a range of supports 
and services that can help reduce the likelihood of recidivism. We urge you to support this 
important piece of legislation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
George Manalo-LeClair, Executive Director 
 


