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Date:  May 5, 2020  
 
The Honorable Eloise Gómez Reyes, Chairperson 
Assembly Human Services Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 124 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support AB 2567 (Burke) – CalWORKs Time Limits and Earned Income Disregard 

 
Dear Chairperson Reyes: 
 
On behalf of California Food Policy Advocates (CFPA), I write to express our support for Assembly Bill 2567                  
(Burke), which will restore the 60-month time limits for California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to               
Kids (CalWORKs) eligibility.  
 
CFPA is a statewide policy and advocacy organization dedicated to improving the health and 
well-being of low-income Californians by increasing their access to nutritious, affordable food. 
We understand that CalWORKs is a critical source of support for low-income families and we believe that                 
the current coronavirus pandemic exacerbates the needs of those families. 
 
Under the federal Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) block grant rules, an adult may only receive aid                  
for 60-months in a lifetime, but states adopt shorter timelines. California adopted a 60-Month lifetime               
limit in 1997. During California’s deep recession, as a result of heated budget negotiations between the                
legislature and Governor Schwarzenegger, budget trailer bill AB 106, Chapter 32, Statutes of 2011 Section               
11454 was amended to limit lifetime eligibility for adults in the program from 60 months to 48 months.  
 
Because an adult is only eligible for CalWORKs if they are complying with all program rules, shortening the                  
time limit only harms those families in which adults are working or participating in welfare to work.                 
Shortening the time limit not only reduces the income of those families, putting larger families well below                 
half of the federal poverty line, it also undermines their job-training and readiness goals, extending their                
period of time on aid.  
 
The current coronavirus pandemic lays bare the fundamental problem with time limits: Recessions do not               
have time limits. Pandemics do not respect time limits. Natural disasters can occur every year. In short, the                  
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lives of people are not in their own control and public assistance must be there to help them every time                    
they need it.  AB 2567 proposes to do the following: 
 
• Extend the time clock for adults from 48 months to 60 months 
• Eliminate the 24 month TANF work requirement program 
• Allow recipients to participate in any work activity called for by their assessment  
 
For these reasons, California Food Policy Advocates supports AB 2567 and respectfully requests your              
“Aye” vote.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Angeles G Nelson 
 
Angeles Nelson, Policy Associate, CFPA 
 
 
 
CC: Jessica Bartholow & Mike Herald, Western Center on Law and Poverty (Sponsor) 

Harrison Bowlby, Office of Autumn Burke, California State Assembly (Author)  
 
 
 


