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May 5, 2020 
 
The Honorable Eloise Gómez Reyes, Chairperson 
Assembly Human Services Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 124 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB 2282 College Student Hunger – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chairperson Reyes: 
 
On behalf of California Food Policy Advocates, I write to express our strong support for Assembly Bill AB 
2282 (McCarty), which will address barriers that food insecure college students face when applying for 
CalFresh benefits. In order to address the devastating impacts of COVID-19, this bill provides necessary 
resources for food insecure students, which allows them to stay in school and complete their degrees. 
 
California Food Policy Advocates (CFPA) is a statewide policy and advocacy organization dedicated to 
improving the health and well-being of low-income Californians by increasing their access to nutritious, 
affordable food. We know that prior to COVID-19, college students experienced significant food 
insecurity and hunger. Pandemic conditions will likely amplify this problem, since many have lost their 
jobs and student housing. Programs like CalFresh, which is California’s version of Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), increases the food purchasing power of low-income Californians. This has 
strong positive impacts on food and financial security, which stimulates California’s economy. We need 
CalFresh now more than ever.  
 
In February 2020, the CalFresh Student Workgroup published a report where the estimated range of 
students eligible for CalFresh but not receiving benefits is between 416,000 and 689,000 students. Lack 
of awareness of the program among college students is a huge hurdle in low participation rates. In order 
to reach these students on top of the students impacted by the pandemic, California must provide 
greater assistance for students to access the CalFresh program by creating strategic policies to mitigate 
the issue. 
 
Direct college outreach through text messages to students about CalFresh is an important step to solve 
this pervasive problem. AB 2282 requires the California Community College and California State 
University systems, and encourages the University of California to send text messages to students with a 
link to the CalFresh website where they can apply for benefits. Through a text message program, more 
students will gain exposure to CalFresh and by providing the application link, more students will have 



the opportunity to apply… and to prevent hunger. For these reasons, California Food Policy Advocates 
supports this bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
  

 
 
Gabrielle Tilley, Policy Advocate 
CC:  Suzy Costa, Office of Assembly Member McCarty (Author) 
 Jessica Bartholow, Western Center on Law and Poverty 
 


