Assembly Member Fuentes has introduced AB 1560, Food for Health: Aligning Medi-Cal and Nutrition Assistance, a bill to ensure that Medi-Cal recipients can also receive CalFresh, and that children in their households will be certified for free school meals. AB 1560 proposes to:
· Remove one of the two CalFresh income barriers for Medi-Cal recipients  and their families
· Provide low-income Californians with a package of health benefits that includes CalFresh and access to free school meals

· Emphasize the role that nutrition plays in health 

· Directly connect the current and future Medi-Cal population to CalFresh    

On April 10th the Human Services Committee is expected to hear AB 1560. We encourage organizations, groups, and individuals to use the sample letter below or write their own letters of support. We are asking supporters to: 
· Fax letters of support to the Human Services Committee Chairman Beall at (916) 319-2189. Please “CC” California Food Policy Advocates and fax us a copy of your letter to (510) 433-1131.
· Email letters of support to Eric Gelber, Chief Consultant of Assembly Human Services, at  Eric.Gelber@asm.ca.gov and “CC” California Food Policy Advocates by emailing us a copy to Kerry@cfpa.net. 
Questions? Contact Kerry Birnbach at 510-433-1122x110 or Kerry@cfpa.net
March 20, 2012
The Honorable Jim Beall

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 94249-0039

Re: Support for AB 1560 
Dear Chairman Beall,

_____________________________ [insert name of your organization] supports AB 1560, legislation to align Medi-Cal and CalFresh income eligibility to ensure that low-income households utilizing Medi-Cal get nutrition support at home and that children in those households are certified for free school meals.  
We support AB 1560 because (choose one, more, or all of the following reasons):

· It would boost CalFresh participation among Medi-Cal recipients. California has the lowest nutrition assistance participation rate in the nation. At a time when low-income Californians are struggling to make ends meet, making CalFresh accessible to all who need it should be a priority. Given the large Medi-Cal caseload, directly connecting Medi-Cal recipients to CalFresh could greatly increase CalFresh participation. This bill will streamline CalFresh eligibility for an additional 227,000 Californians that live in a household with a Medi-Cal recipient, and better connect the 1.2 million Medi-Cal recipients who are currently eligible but do not participate in CalFresh.
· It would bring California up to speed with 27 other states have taken similar steps to increase access to nutrition assistance. 27 other states have both removed the asset test and raised the gross income threshold for SNAP(CalFresh) recipients. 
· Nutrition is a critical component of health. Low-income Californians that rely on Medi-Cal should receive CalFresh to support adequate nutrition at home, and children in those households should be certified for free school meals. AB 1560 will provide households with a package of benefits to support their wellbeing. 

· It would reduce paperwork for parents and administrators. This bill could improve administrative efficiency by enrolling households in multiple benefits at one time. It would also minimize paperwork that parents are traditionally required to complete in order to qualify for free school meals. 
· It would bring more federal dollars into the California economy. Low-income Californians would not be the only ones to benefit from CalFresh. My county loses approximately $____ [insert your county’s number from http://cfpa.net/lost-dollars-empty-plates-2012] in federal food stamp benefits that could be going directly back into the economy, supporting grocers, growers, and local government. According to the Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA), every dollar in CalFresh benefits generates $1.79 in economic activity. AB 1560 presents a great opportunity to bring more federal dollars into the local economy during these tough economic times. 
· I believe my community, in _________ county (insert your county name) could benefit from this because ________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
We urge this committee to pass AB 1560. Aligning CalFresh and Medi-Cal will provide valuable nutrition benefits to low-income Californians.
Sincerely,

Your name
Your organization
 cc.
California Food Policy Advocates  
Your own Assembly Member, if on the Human Services Committee (see committee link)
