Page 2

	CFPA has provided sample comments in red below where there is an opportunity to increase access to healthy food for low-income students and to provide public comment on components of the California Department of Education’s draft ESSA state plan. 
	· To submit your comments to CDE, complete this survey. link 
· To review the California Department of Education’s (CDE) draft plan visit their Stakeholder Engagement webpage. link 



1. Which stakeholder group do you represent? Please select all that apply. 

· Local education agencies (LEAs), including LEAs in rural areas

· Indian Tribes

· Teachers, principals, other school leaders, paraprofessionals, specialized instructional support personnel, and organizations representing such individuals

· Charter school leaders

· Parents and families

· Community-based organizations

· Civil rights organizations, including those representing students with disabilities, English learners, and other historically underserved students

· Institutions of higher education

· Employers

2. If you would like attribution for your input, please provide your name, title, and/or the name of the business or organization you represent. 

Name: Melissa Cannon
Title: Nutrition Policy Advocate
Business/Organization: California Food Policy Advocates
3. Which sections of the First Draft ESSA State Plan would you like to provide input for? Please select one or more sections.

· Consultation and Coordination 

· Challenging State Academic Standards and Academic Assessments 

Program-specific requirements for:

· Title IV, Part B: 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

· Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by State and Local Educational Agencies: Schoolwide Program Waivers 

· Title I, Part C: Education of Migratory Children 

· Title III, Part A: Language Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant Students: Entrance and Exit Procedures for English Learners 

· Title V, Part B, Subpart 2: Rural and Low-Income School Program 

· Title IX, Part A (Title VII, Subpart B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act): Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program 

Title IX, Part A (Title VII, Subpart B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act): Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program  
4. How strongly do you agree with the following statement? 

The draft Title IX, Part A (Title VII, Subpart B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act): Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program section of the State Plan will help California meet the requirements and intent of ESSA.

· Strongly Agree

· Agree

· Undecided

· Disagree

· Strongly Disagree

5. If you do not agree with the statement above, please share your suggestions for ways this section could be improved in order to meet the requirements and intent of ESSA. 

	The existing description of how the California Department of Education (CDE) will ensure all students who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, and local nutrition programs should be revised in order to help more students access the academic and health benefits of school meals.

CDE should revise the language included around direct certification to reflect the existing partnership between CDE and the Department of Health Care Services to complete direct certification with SNAP and Medicaid data and to employ other USDA endorsed best practices. CDE should include within the ESSA state plan that they will provide technical assistance to school districts on how to increase access to universally free meals through programs like the Community Eligibility Provision and acquiring Provision 2 status.

CDE should add actions and language to the state plan to ensure that eligible students are able to participate in the federal nutrition programs (school breakfast, school lunch, after school meal programs, and summer meals). Participation in the federal nutrition programs by eligible students should be included as a measurement in LEA’s annual report cards of school performance and school-level needs assessments. This may include adopting a new measure around school meal program participation into the state’s existing accountability framework or charging CDE and relevant stakeholders with identifying opportunities to incorporate an assessment of school meal program participation into existing comprehensive assessments of school climate like the California Healthy Kids Survey. Reporting a measure of participation vs a measure of only enrollment in the school nutrition programs can indicate whether student’s basic nutritional needs are actually being met.


