AB 1240 Sample Support Letter to the Authors
Assemblymembers Rob Bonta (D – Oakland) and Tony Thurmond (D – Richmond) have introduced AB 1240, Breakfast After the Bell, a bill that will bolster academic achievement and improve student wellbeing by increasing access to school breakfast on thousands of campuses across California.
We encourage organizations and individuals to use this sample letter or write their own letter in support of AB 1240 and California’s kids. 

Please submit your support letter as soon as possible.

INDIVIDUALS
· Please email letters to schoolbreakfast@cfpa.net – OR – 
· Fax letters to 510.433.1131
ORGANIZATIONS
· Please email letters to Jacqueline.Orpilla@asm.ca.gov , Alejandra.Duran@asm.ca.gov & alexis@cfpa.net – OR – 

· Fax letters to 916.319.2118 & 510.433.1131.
Questions? Contact Alexis Fernández at 510.433.1122 x111 or alexis@cfpa.net.
[Date]
The Honorable Rob Bonta 
State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0018
The Honorable Tony Thurmond

State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0015
Re: Support for AB XXX  

Dear Assemblymember Bonta and Assemblymember Thurmond,
[I am/Name of your organization is] writing in support of AB 1240, legislation that would bolster academic achievement and support student wellbeing by increasing access to school breakfast on thousands of campuses across California.
It’s not just a cliché: for California students, breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Decades of research show that breakfast plays a critical role in students’ academic performance, memory, and cognitive function. Eating breakfast also improves students’ physical, mental, and emotional health. By providing children with the nourishment they need, school breakfast decreases tardiness, absenteeism, and disruptive behavior, helping to create a classroom environment that’s ideal for academic success. 
Three out of every four students in California miss out on the health and academic benefits of a nutritious school breakfast. That means on an average school day, 4.3 million of California’s students, 2.2 million of whom are low-income and at higher risk for food insecurity, aren’t reached by the School Breakfast Program. Nearly 20 percent of California schools do not serve breakfast at all. Among those schools that do offer breakfast, the majority only serve it early in the morning before the start of the school day, when many children have yet to arrive.

Hectic morning routines keep many families from serving a nutritious breakfast at home. Parents’ work schedules, bus schedules, and other pressing factors can keep children from arriving at school early enough to have breakfast before the bell. These systemic challenges mean the federal School Breakfast Program (SBP) reaches only half of the students served by the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). As a result, many of California’s most vulnerable children don’t get what they need each day to learn, grown, and achieve.
AB 1240 would increase access to school breakfast by requiring schools to implement practical changes that integrate breakfast into the school day and make the most efficient use of existing state and federal funds. 
· Schools where 40 to 60 percent of enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced-price (FRP) meals would be required to offer breakfast. 
· Schools where 60 to 80 percent of students are eligible for FRP meals would be required to offer breakfast after the start of the school day. 
· California’s highest-need schools, where at least 80 percent of students are eligible for FRP meals, would be required to offer breakfast after the start of the school day and free of charge to all students.
[I/We] support AB 1240 because [choose one or more of the following reasons or add your own]
· When students are hungry they can’t focus and they struggle to learn. Research and common sense tell us that well-nourished children are better prepared to achieve academic success. By increasing access to school breakfast, AB 1240 will ensure more students are ready to learn each school day.  
· All students deserve to reach their fullest potential. Children in every corner of California should have access to resources that support learning and health. By increasing access to school breakfast, AB 1240 will equip more students to do and be their very best. 
· Increasing access to school breakfast is a win for students, schools, and the economy. AB 1240 can bring up to $344 million in federal meal reimbursements to California school districts. These federal dollars will generate new economic activity for local communities and the state at large. 
[If you prefer, insert your own reason here.] 
Thank you for introducing this important legislation.
Sincerely,

[Your name and title]
[Your organization, if applicable]
cc: Alexis Fernández, California Food Policy Advocates (sponsor)

