
 

 

 

 

March 21, 2013 
 
The Honorable Lois Wolk, Chair 
Committee on Senate Governance and Finance 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Via Facsimile: (916) 322-0298 
 
RE: Support SB 116 (Liu) to Renew the Emergency Food for Families Fund 
 
Dear Chairwoman Wolk, 
 
California Food Policy Advocates writes in support of Senate Bill 116 (Liu) to renew the 
Emergency Food for Families Fund, which allows California taxpayers to make 
voluntary tax “check-off” contributions to help food banks provide more healthy food to 
low-income families in need. 
 
Food banks across the state have seen an unprecedented increase in requests for 
assistance since 2008, and the food lines are not getting any shorter. The first line of 
defense against hunger is CalFresh (formerly known as food stamps) and California 
Food Policy Advocates will continue to work on policies that support improvements to 
CalFresh so that it reaches more Californians. While we all work to strengthen 
CalFresh, there remains a large burden on food banks already struggling to keep up 
with the need. 
 
Food banks and charitable agencies play an increasingly important role in fighting 
hunger in the current context of very high food hardship, low CalFresh participation, and 
recent cuts to safety net programs at the state and federal level. Unfortunately, 
California provides no public funding for this emergency food network. In tight budget 
times, the Emergency Food for Families Fund represents an easy way for the state to 
encourage private contributions to help food banks keep up with growing requests for 
assistance.  
 
The Emergency Food for Families Fund allows individuals filing a California income tax 
return to make a contribution from their own resources to help fight hunger. These 
contribution funds are administered by the California Department of Social Services’ 
Emergency Food Assistance Program, which distributes funding to partner food banks 



 

  

 

using a base amount plus a supplement determined by the food bank’s county size and 
poverty rate. In 2012, over $550,000 in tax check-off contributions enabled food banks 
to provide over 1.6 million pounds of food, or about 1.3 million meals, to struggling low-
income families. 
 
Most California food banks use tax check-off funds to purchase high-protein foods like 
chicken, turkey, canned tuna and peanut butter.  High-quality, protein-rich foods can be 
difficult for food banks to get donated or purchase and can be too expensive for low-
income families to afford on their own. 
 
The Emergency Food for Families Fund sunsets on January 1, 2014, and must be 
renewed this year to continue uninterrupted. California Food Policy Advocates urges 
your support for SB 116 to renew this needed and effective anti-hunger tax check-off 
fund.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Markell Lewis 
Nutrition Policy Advocate 
California Food Policy Advocates 
 
 
CC:  Senator Carol Liu (author) 
Tim Shadix, California Association of Food Banks (sponsor) 
 


