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Many people agree that red tape in California’s Food Stamp Program prevents nutrition assistance from reaching 

families in need. The U.D. Department of Agriculture (USDA) estimates that 2 million Californians are eligible for 

Food Stamps but not receiving them. In fact, California ranks last among states for food stamp participation. As a 

result, the state passes up $2 billion a year in federal benefits. With even more families dealing with poor nutrition, 

we can’t afford to turn away these resources.   We must employ the simplification strategies used in other states.  
 

 


The federal government has for many years given states several options to simplify the Food Stamp program. 

California is one of only four states that continues to require finger print imaging, and is only one of two states that 

has not moved to simplified reporting. These archaic practices are not only costly and burdensome to the state, but 

they add major hassles to the already lengthy and intimidating food stamp application process.  
 

AB 1057 has three components. First, it would move the Food Stamp Program and CalWORKS reporting periods 

from quarterly to semi-annual and would adjust the income-reporting threshold (IRT) to reduce the administrative 

burden on county workers and to increase annual savings from CalWORKS.  The IRT identifies the additional 

income a CalWORKS recipient can earn between reports before being required to report a change in his earnings. 

Second, AB 1057 would eliminate the fingerprint requirement for food stamp-only families and as an additional 

protection would use driver’s license or state ID numbers to connect the applicant’s information with information in 

the MEDS database. Third, it would give counties the ability to use the driver’s license or state ID number to 

connect to the DMV to verify addresses, social security numbers, dates of birth, etc.  


CFPA requests the legislature take the following action: 

 

Action:  Simplify Reporting The legislature shall require the state to move to a 6 – month reporting system 

for food stamps and CalWORKS, and adjust the IRT for CalWORKS recipients. 

Action: Eliminate the Statewide 

Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS)  

The legislature shall eliminate the fingerprint requirement for food stamp only 

applicants and require the state to use information from California driver’s 

licenses or state ID to thwart multiple – aid fraud. 

Action:  Verification Reform  Offer counties an option to use driver’s licenses to verify various elements of 

the application electronically with the DMV. 

 


In 2002, before the federal government allowed all states to use the six-month reporting option, California 

policymakers adopted a quarterly reporting system. California is the only state using quarterly reporting. In 2007, 

Governor Schwarzenegger proposed moving to simplified reporting, but a number of outstanding issues could not 

be resolved, including the IRT adjustment and concerns with upfront costs. AB 1057 seeks to address these 

concerns. Finally, in 2003 the California State Auditor released a report on SFIS indicating that California should 

consider using less costly fraud prevention methods that would better reflect the level of risk of multiple-aid fraud.   
 


By simplifying reporting, this action will reduce errors in processing cases and benefits, improve participation and 

reduce administrative burdens and expenses on county offices. By eliminating fingerprint imaging, participation 

will increase by 4.3%, or by 107, 000 people.  The average monthly benefit would be $329, which would bring $178 

million in federal food stamp benefits to California's economy resulting in $328 million in economic activity.  
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